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letter, he describes " that brave Irishman," Captain Macbride,
as "the cousin of .my wife and the friend of my heart."

We find Dr. Johnson's opinion of the lady in a letter to
Mrs. Thrale;* but the learned lexicographer's opinion was
more valuable and trustworthy perhaps upon many other sub-
jects than when he took it upon himself to pass judgment upon
the wives of his friends, or indeed on ladies in general Dr.
Johnson describes Mrs. Boswell as having u the rnien and
manner of a gentlewoman, and such a person and mind as
would not in any place either be admired or condemned. She
is, in a proper degree, inferior to her husband ; she cannot rival
him, nor can he ever be ashamed of her." One can hardly
accept the comparison in favour of Boswell in its full significa-
tion, for there is no ground for believing that she made herself
either contemptible or ridiculous.

Boswell kept a book which he called " Uxoriana," in which
the " good things" his wife said were preserved. Some of
these, although at the husband's expense, were duly recorded.
Thus, with reference to his indiscriminate admiration of John-
son, she remarks, that she had often seen a bear led by a man,
but never before a man led by a bear. Mrs. Boswell, it would
seem, endeavoured by her sarcasm thus to check her husband's
absurd vanity, but not always without irritating him. On one
occasion he says, when " I was warm, telling of my own con-
sequence and generosity, my wife made some cool, humbling
remark upon me ; I flew into a violent passion 5 I said, * If you
throw cold water upon a plate of iron much heated, it will
crack into shivers.' " t

There was apparently no great mutual regard between Dr,
Johnson and Mrs. Boswell. The reader of the Life of the
" big man " (as Goldsmith calls him) will remember a letter in
which, after narrating his safe return from his tour in Scotland
<c without any incommodity, danger, or weariness/* he tells
Boswell, with reference to his departure from Auchinleck, u I
know Mrs. Boswell wished me well to go ; her wishes have
not been disappointed." The foot-note which the biographer
appends to this rather surly observation on a very hospitable
host, is characteristic. In forming this opinion, he says, Dr.

* August 23rd, 1773.
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